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The Christmas concert pre-
sented by the choir and orchestra 
last Sunday night (December 14) 
was outstanding. Many expressed 
their appreciation for the entire 
evening, from the first song to the 
last cookie at the reception in the 
Family Center. One person com-
mented that it was wonderful from 
top to bottom.

We are blessed and thankful to 
have so many talented musicians 
and singers who willingly give up 

their time to rehearse and use their 
talents for the glory of God.

Thank you to all who served 
behind the scenes, to those who 
baked and served cookies, to those 
who decorated the auditorium and 
church building, and to those who 
cleaned up after the concert.

Last of all, thank you to Aaron 
Nicholson for your servant’s heart 
in organizing and directing a 
concert that led us in the worship 
of our God.

Christmas Concert Is a Time of Worship



Family News
Wedding Invitation. Sara 
Mertens and Jesse Jones would 
like to invite you to their big day 
on January 10, 2014 at 2 p.m. We’d 
love to see you there.
Thank you. We are grateful for all 
the prayers, visits, cards and meals 
on our behalf while Lambert was 
hospitalized and recovering. We 
are very thankful for our church, 
the teaching from the Word and 
our church family.—Lambert and 
Barbara Wissink
Hospitalized. Mary Shepherd is a 
patient at Bryan/LGH East Hospital. 
Hospitalized. Riley Pietzyk is a 
patient at Boys Town Medical.
Hospitalized. Lambert Wissink is 
a patient at Madonna Rehab.
Hospitalized. Marylu Dughman 
is a patient at Immanuel Hospital, 
Omaha.

Hospitalized. Kathy Hulinsky is a 
patient at Madonna Rehab.
Death. Joe Mogel, the father of 
Tammy Wheat and Tina Gould 
died December 12, 2014.

Children’s Studies
Sunday School. Our children 
learned about Jesus coming to 
earth as a baby.
Children’s Church. Our children re-
hearsed for their Christmas program.

Christmas cookies after the con-
cert was a delicious way to fellow-
ship for every age.

Information
Sonshine Kids will be singing in 
the Children’s Christmas pro-
gram tonight (December 21) at 6 
p.m. Please have your child in the 
Sonshine Kids room at 4:45 p.m., 
where we will dress them in their 
Christmas costumes and then 
practice in the auditorium before 
the program. 
First–Sixth Graders will rehearse 
for tonight’s program during Chil-
dren’s Church and again at 4:45 
p.m. Children should dress up for 
the evening. They will have snacks 
and games after the program.
Christmas Eve service will be 
presented December 24 at 6:00 
p.m. Invitations are available at 
the main entrances. No childcare 
provided.  
Wednesday Night Classes will 
not meet December 24 or De-
cember 31. Classes will resume 
January 7



Offering Envelopes. 2015’s offer-
ing envelopes are available next to 
Sound Words. They are individu-
ally labeled in alphabetical order 
and may be picked up at your 
convenience. If you don’t have an 
offering envelope you can have 
one issued to you at Sound Words.
Tax Savers. Non-cash gifts such 
as stocks, mutual funds, grain 
commodities, and IRA distribu-
tions provide excellent tax saving 
methods. Be sure to allow suf-
ficient time to make the necessary 
transfer complete. Some of these 
types allow you to both avoid 
capital gain taxes and use the full 
value for a tax deduction. Contact 

Information Carroll Lavalleur if you need any 
assistance.     
End of Year Giving. Carroll 
Lavalleur, our Church CPA, would 
like to remind us that all giving 
must be received by December 31 
in order to qualify as an income 
tax deduction for 2014.  
Last Minute Giving. Using the 
church’s website (www.ihcc.org) 
is a convenient method of doing 
last minute giving toward General 
Offering, Sound Words, or Equip 
Project.
Home Bible Studies. If you are 
looking for a Home Bible Study, or 
are interested in hosting a study, 
contact Matt Sherman at 402-465-
8030.



Last Week’s Message

Dec. 14 AM. Gil Rugh. GRM 
1129. The Unique Person & Work 
of Jesus Christ. Colossians 1:12-23

Interpreted for the Deaf

Needs
Van Drivers and Riders are need-
ed to transport kids to church. If 
you are interested, please contact 
Ed McClure at 402-483-4541.
Teacher and Song Leader needed 
for the worship service at the IHS 
nursing home in Waverly on the 
fourth Sunday of every month. 
Please contact Tom Price (math-
manprice@windstream.net) if you 
could fill this need.

Future Events
12/28	 	 No Sunday Night Church 		
		  Building Closes at Noon
1/1		  New Year’s Day Building Closed

1/4	 	 No Sunday Night Church 		
		  Building Closed at Noon
1/7	 	 Wednesday Classes Resume
1/11	 	 Girls of Grace Resumes 6 p.m.

This Week’s Events
Sun.	 	 Children’s Christmas 6 p.m.
Mon.		  Sisters 7 p.m. 	 	
Tues.		  No Mansion Builders 7-9 pm	
Wed.		  Christmas Eve Service 6 p.m.
		  No Girls’ Choir 5 p.m.
		  No Orchestra 6-7:30 p.m.
		  No Awana 6:45 p.m.
		  No Jham 6:45 p.m.
		  No Mansion Builders 7-9 pm		
		  No Issues . . . World 7 p.m.	
Thurs.	 Christmas Day Building Closed
		  No Alpha Omega Study 7 p.m.
Fri.	 	 Building Closed 

www.ihcc.org



Why the Supernatural Conception 
& Virgin Birth Are Crucial

“Now the birth of Jesus Christ 
was as follows: when His mother 
Mary had been betrothed to 
Joseph, before they came together 
she was found to be with child by 
the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 1:18).

were called husband and wife from 
that point on. The agreement could 
only be broken by a bill of divorce, 
and if the husband died, the wife 
was called a widow. 

by Gil Rugh

Continued on page 7

Today, 
we would 
probably say 
Mary and 
Joseph were 
engaged, 
although 
our word 
engaged is 
not strong 
enough to 
describe the 
relationship 
and respon-
sibilities 
of a Jew-
ish couple 
during their 
betrothal.

For Jews 
anticipating marriage, a pre-
liminary arrangement was usually 
made by the parents. That arrange-
ment could be made when the 
future couple were still children. 
When they reached adulthood, a 
betrothal took place. At that time 
the man and woman were bound in 
a marriage agreement. This agree-
ment was so binding that the two 

Al-
though the 
union was 
as binding 
as a mar-
riage, it did 
not allow 
for all of the 
privileges 
of mar-
riage, such 
as sexual 
union. The 
betrothal 
period 
lasted for 
one year 
and was 
a waiting 
period dur-
ing which 

both individuals continued to live 
at home with their parents. One of 
the purposes for this waiting pe-
riod was to demonstrate the purity 
of the bride-to-be. 

Joseph and Mary entered into 
betrothal but during this waiting 
period, Mary was discovered to 
be pregnant. We cannot appreciate 



the full impact this would have had 
on Joseph. He had entered into an 
agreement of marriage with the 
one he loved, and during the wait-
ing time it was discovered that she 
was pregnant.

When Joseph learned that 
Mary was pregnant, he did not 
know the supernatural circum-
stances surrounding the concep-
tion. The situation would have 
been very difficult for both of 
them. Even if Mary told Joseph the 
truth, it would be rather awkward. 
“Joseph, I am pregnant but this is 
the result of a miraculous concep-
tion; this is going to be a virgin 
birth.” As much as Joseph may 
have wanted to trust Mary, the 
story would have been rather dif-
ficult to believe.

“And Joseph her husband, 
being a righteous man and not 
wanting to disgrace her, wanted 
to send her away secretly” (v. 19). 
Scripture does not reveal very 
much about Joseph, but this is a 
good testimony of his character. 
We are told that he was a righteous 
man, the same description used of 
Job in the Old Testament.

Joseph had two options: he 
could make a public issue of 
Mary’s condition and disgrace her 
in a public divorce, or he could 
“send her away secretly”—an 
expression that refers to a private 

divorce. Joseph decided to divorce 
her, but to do it secretly and not 
make a public display of it, even 
though he had the right to do so.

We can assume from his ac-
tions that he had a strong attach-
ment to Mary. This was surely 
a tremendous burden to Joseph; 
he wanted to handle the situation 
as discreetly as possible to avoid 
making a show of Mary.

After Joseph mulled the op-
tions over and reached his deci-
sion, the Lord intervened. “But 
when he had considered this, 
behold, an angel of the Lord ap-
peared to him in a dream” (v. 20). 
Though we are not told in Scrip-
ture, this angel could have been 
Gabriel; in Luke’s account, Gabriel 
announced the birth of both John 
the Baptist and Jesus.

The angel addressed him, “Jo-
seph, son of David” (v. 20). This is 
a reminder that Joseph was in the 
line of royalty. The angel con-
tinued: “Do not be afraid to take 
Mary as your wife; for the Child 
who has been conceived in her is 
of the Holy Spirit” (v. 20). That 
statement declares in a concise 
way that this birth was by an act of 
the Spirit of God in the womb of a 
virgin.

That may raise many ques-
tions in our minds, but we don’t 
need to understand all the details. 
The Holy Spirit acted in the womb 
of Mary in such a way as to bring 

Virgin Birth
Continued from page 6

Continued on page 8
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about a supernatural conception. 
In effect, the father of Jesus Christ 
is God, the Holy Spirit. Jesus was 
born of a physical mother, Mary, 
but conceived by the Holy Spirit of 
God.

After the miraculous concep-
tion, the angel told Joseph some-
thing of the character and ministry 
of the Son who would be born. 
“She will bear a Son; and you shall 
call His name Jesus, for He will 
save His people from their sins” 
(v. 21). Mary and Joseph had no 
discussion about what the name of 
this child would be; they obeyed 
God’s command through the angel 
to name Him Jesus.

His Old Testament name was 

Virgin Birth
Continued from page 7

Joshua, meaning “Jehovah is salva-
tion” or “Jehovah, our salvation.” 
Jesus Christ is Jehovah, salva-
tion: the One in whom salvation 
is found. The emphasis of the Old 
Testament is that God Himself is 
the salvation of Israel. In effect, 
God is salvation and He provided it 
via His own death.

Throughout the centuries, the 
Old Testament prophesied of a 
coming king for the nation Israel. 
Jesus Christ is the focal point of 
those prophesies, and they find 
their realization and fulfillment in 
Him. 

Jesus Christ was in the Da-
vidic line and is qualified to be 
the King of the nation Israel. Not 
only is He in the line of David, but 
Christ is also the Son of God. As 
such, He is the unique Messiah-
King whom God provided for His 
people.

Salvation is found only in God 
Himself as the God-man, Jesus 
Christ. That is why the virgin birth 
is so important: the Savior had 
to be born of both God and man. 
Christ is the Savior—God in the 
flesh.

We can have salvation only 
by turning to Him and believing 
He died for us. Salvation is not 
found in a church or in religious 
rites like circumcision, baptism, 
confirmation or communion. It is 
not found in church membership or 
good works. It is found only in the 
Person of Jesus Christ Himself.


